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'YOUNG ACTIVISTS TAKING ncﬂou TO ELIMINATE
UNPAID INTERNSHIPS ‘

The success of #WarkMustPay is that it is about working people, whether
\* j - they are employved, unemploved or currently studving, standing together in

'FED: == wolidarity with those who are being exploited. We fundamentally want 1o see
J iﬂ E an end to Jobbridge and every other free labour scheme.
q‘, READ THE FULL MECE 0% PAGE 6
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Trade Union Campaign
to Repeal the 8th
Amendment

Thc Irish Trade Union movement has
a long and storied history in the de-
fence of and implementation of wom-
en’s rights, Trade unionism has never
just been about securing a deceit
wage or better conditions but about ime-
proving circumstance for all workers
i all regards of life. This includes the
fight for childecare, access to contracep-

Forward |CYM| 2

tives, and the choice to use them, as
well as campaigning for access to abor-
tion care, Any bamier placed on work-
ers that denics them full social, coo-
nomic, and political access 15 ong that
Trade Unions are obliged o tear
dowen,

The ‘Trade Union Campaign o
Bepeal the Sth Amendment’ 15 continu-
ing this tradition in calling for the
repeal of the Sth amendment, which
equates the life of mother and foteus
asequal in all circumstances, The cam-
pagn believes that Trade Umionism
has a huge role to play in securing
repeal following from the ICTU and
DCTU's historie roles in the 1983 an-

ti-amendment fight.

Women make up more than 30 of all
trade union memberships and almost
50 of all workers in this country.
This is excluding the social reproduc-
five work that many women dao, such
as care work, in addition to working
ouwtside the home. The majority of
these women are i low pad, pact tune
or precarious jobs. CSO figures show
that 50% of working women carn
€20 (W10 or less a year, A common mis-
congeption s that many of these
women i lower paid jobs are students
or new to the job market, this isn't the
case, and increasingly so in recent
vears, they will ofien be the main



income source for a family.

If one of these women finds herself in
the position of a crisis pregnancy the
dth amendment forces her to travel
abroad for routine medical procedure
denied 1o her in Ircland. This can cost
anything from €850 - £2 0061, and for a
low paid worker this can equate to
107 or more of their annual imcome,
She mav also be forced to take un-
planned or unpaid leave or arrange
childeare which would be an added
cosr. Repeal is a workplace issuc for
these women and one that Trade
L'mons needs to be strong on

The situation is significantly waorse for
women with no income, those who are
reliant on social welfare and migrant
women. Migrant women in particular
are unable to access abortion as a
result of insurmountable ravel and
legal obstacles, they also face the hard-
ship of accessing funding to travel.
Which means that facing this dilemma
falls hardest on the poorest, Repeal of
the Rth amendment s a women's
issue, a workers isswe but ultimately
an issue of class.

We have seen the hvpocrisy of this
amendment exemplified many tmes
over the past 311 vears, from the X case
in 1992, the tragic death of Savita Hal-
appanavar i 2012 and the shocking
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obscenity of the treatment of the Y
case as well as more recently the ap-
palling mcubation of a foetus in a med-
icallv dead woman, This is duc to noth-
ing other than this states refusal to deal
with an  archaic amendment  that
equates the life of a woman with that
of a foctus. This is tantamount (o repro-
ductive slavery.

e Xch amendment 15 a barmier to pro-
gress and an extention of the church
contral that allowed the magdelene
laundrics to cxsistIt demies women
their rights and dignity further fuelling
the shame that this state has heaped on
women over the decades who may
have found themselves in the position
of a cnizis pregnancy. The 8th amend-
ment is not 4 moral issue and it has
never been about protecting life, 1t is
there to tanget and punish, warking

-

class, poor and migrant women for
daring to think they descrve cquality
and contral over therr own lives and
bodies

All trade unions members must em-
brace the demands made by women
for an equal society. All women in Tre-
land deserve to know that their choice,
bodily autonomy, cconomic freedom,
health and lives are theirs and theirs
alone and repeal of the 8th amendment
is a good step in the direction of
achieving this,

The Trade Union Campaign w repeal
the Bth Amendment are supported by
Unite the Union, Unite Youth, Man-
date Trade Union, Dublin Council of
rade unions, Waterford Council of
Trade Unions, CWU Youth Commit-
tee. Bray & District Council of Trade
Unions & ICTL Youth Committeg,




Anti-imperialism

Justice Denied

On the might of 9 March 2008, PSNI
constable Stephen Carroll was shot
dead in a sniper attack while respond-
ing o a M9 emergency call. The rea-
somability for the murder was later
claimed by the republican paramili-
tary group the Continuity 1RA. Within
4% hours, o number of persons were ar-
rested among those were former Sinn
Feéin Councillor Brendan McConville
and 17 year old John Paul Wootton,
After fourteen days of questioning,

both were charped with the miurder of

the PSNI constable.

The pair were later convicted by a
non-jury Diplock court in May 2012;
MeConville receiving a minimum
twenty-five year sentence and Woot-
ton a sentence of a minimum of four-
teen years. Throughout the trial both
mien maintained their innocence claime-
g they were the perfect scapegoars
for a police service under mounting
pressure to secure a conviction. The
reason the palice were under so much
pressure was that constable Carroll
was the first police officer to be killed
singe the Cood Frday Agreement,
Adding o the pressure was the fact
that this shooting ook place within
davs of an attack on Masscreen Bar-
racks where rwo British soldicrs were
killed

The conviction of both men was se-
cured with the use of eve witness testi-
mony, forensic and DNA evidence
which was claimed placed both men at
the scene of the shooting, However se-
rious questions have been raised about
the reliability of this evidence. The
main eve wimess for the prosecurion
known as witness “M°, who's testimo-
wy placed McConville at the scene,
only came forward eleven months
afier  the incident. Wimess ‘M
claimed that his identification of Me-
Conville was based onn his perfect
vision, however under cross examina-
tiom “M" stated that he was only 50%
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surc that the person he claims he saw
in the time before the incident was
one of the defendants. M was accom-

panied on the night 1n gquestion by his
partner vet she is unable to cormobo-
rate his cvidence.

DMA evidenee used ro conviet MeCo-
nville came from a coat found
Wootton's car, prosecution Assertions
that forensic tests prove ‘more likely
than not” that MeConville was the ha-
bitual wearer of the coat are disputed
by McConville's defence as DNA
from three others was found to be
present. Forensic tests also showed
vital elements w link the coar o the
firearm used in killing of the PSNI
constable to be missing, Wootton™s
car, which the prosecution contend
was parked close 1o the seene of the
attack and drove off within minutes
of the killing, was revealed to be the
subject of a surveillance operation car-
ried out by the shadowy Britsharmy
unit the Special Reconnaissance Regi-
ment, The nformation lifted from the
bugining device fitted to Wotton s car
provided data on the movement of the
vehicle arownd the time of the shoot-
ing. The bupming device however
while in possession of the SER was
found to have been tampered with,
vital datahad somehow beenwiped
while the device was been stored in
the SRR's undisclosed base some-
where i the 6 counties,

Following the par’s eonviction on
such shaky evidence the Justice for
the Craizavon 2 campign was st up
to raise awarencss of the casc. A lead-
ing figure in the Campaign was Gerry
Conlon who was wrongfully convict-
cd of the 1974 IRA Gilford pub bomb-
ing and subsequently spent fifteen
vears hehind bars. The case went for-
ward for appeal in early 2003, howev-
er before the appeal was heard an ap-

peal was heard an apparent atiempt was
made by the PSNI 1o sabotage the pro-
ceedings, Astomshingly a key wilngss for
thie defence was arrested and guestioned
for two davs before being released in
what can only be scen as an attempt to
pressurise the wimess into withdrawing
his cvidence. The witncss i question,
who did not testify at the origial trial, is
a relative of witness “M” who in a sworn
affidavit branded “M™ “a compulsive liar™
and “*a Walter Mitty with a fertile imagina-
non”. This practice of intimidation was
also extended to the defendants legal
wam and members of the JFTC? cam-
paign who were subjected to g covert sur-
veillance and recording operation, Mem-
bers of the legal tcam for both men feared
they would be amested for representing
thierr clients.

Drespite the evidence of the new witness
the appeal was dismissed and the convic-
tons of the two men upheld in whar cam-
paigners for the two firmly believe was a
political judgement and not one based on
the facts of the case

Notwithstanding  the sethack of the
appeal decision the JFTCZ campaign con-
pnue (o case awareness of the case, in
March the campaign launched a protest
song by political singer songwniter Pol
MacAdum. The song, despite mecting
with apposition from unionist politicians
received widespread support attracting
more people than cver to the campaign
The latest obstacle to justice for the Crai-
aavon Two has been the refusal of UK Su-
preme Court to look at the case despite
thie Appeal court having certified the case
o g to Britain's highest court. Te date no
explanation has been offered as to how
the Supreme Court has come to this deci-
sion,

More information about the case at
Justicefortheeraigavoniwo. com and
JFTC2 Facebook page.

CMAT



Political Theory

Socialist
Republicanism-
A Way Forward

“Tlu: cause of labour is the cause of
Ireland. the cause of Ireland 15 the
canse of labour”- James Connolly
The 21st Century offers many chal-
lenges for the socialist and republican
movement but also many exciting op-
portunitics. For too long these politi-
cal currenis have been divorced. There
were some socialists who hated the
mention of anything nationalist and
soiee republicans who shrugeed at amy-
thing resembling socialist thought. So-
cialism and republicanism are one and
the same. The objectives of both exist
in parallcl, not in opposition

The United Inshmen, Young Ireland-
ers and the Femans all had a social and
pro-working-class perspective to their
republicanism. They were movements
led by the working-class. The 1916
Easter Rising was i part fucled by the
anger of the Dublin working-class of
their defeat in the 1913 Lockout, Simi-
larly, the counter-revolution of 1923
was led by those who capiulated on
the national and class question. The
Democratic Programme of the First
Ddil had the capability to ignite a
social revolution had the revolution-
arv movement behind it been led by
the working-class rather than a broad
church of ideologies and class inter-
osls,

Today, we are facing imperialism from
maore than just the British state. The
EU, IMF and a host of rans-naticnal
companies seek to pillage this country

of its labour reserve for profit while
keeping the indigenous comprador
class in their pockets. awaiting the
next dikrat to be obeved. Republican-
ism, as the historically appointed force
of national liberation, 15 thus an cne-
my, The ELI has more to fear from re-
publicanism than the British do.

For republicanism o be successful i
has o adopt fresh thinking. We do not
need any more sectarian claptrap or
cul-de-sac militarism. We do not need
class collaborationist  electoralism.
Bath have failed. We need the republi-
can and socialist thinking of Mellows,
Connolly, 0"Donnell - “We can not
conceive of a free Ireland with a sub-
jeet working class or a free working
clazs with a subject Ireland.™

These words remain relevant to-
day.The re-conquest of Ireland must
be fought against the very system that
conquered us in the first place, Repub-
licanism must combine 2 core aspects:
Class and Culture.,

Class struggle 15 being intensified
across both states. Austerity is being
imposed on evervhody. Cathalic work-
crs and Protestant workers arc suffer-
ing the same wage cuts and sirugsling
to pay the same hills. The old defini-
fion of A Protestant state for a Protes-
tant people” has largely been foregone
by the ruling class. While in the past it
was easy o blame “the other side™ for
one's Woes, now it is down to a squang
issue: Capitalism. It is important to re-
member this. The facade of 2 commu-
nities with incongruous interests has
long been revealed to be a ploy to sepa-
rate people from the pertinent issues af-
fecting both communities.

As for culture, the [rish language 15 on
a steady decline. Insh dancing, music
and traditions are constantly being

eroded. History is being re=writlen.
We face a barrage of culral imperial-
ism in our everyday lives. Faux Ameri-
can accents are now the rendy thing
for the middle-classes and others who
scorm any independence, It isn’t ul-
ra-nationalist to be proud of vour
birthplace or speak yvour language. On
the contrary, it is standing up against
colomaliam and oppression. We must
link this with the global anti-imperial-
ist sruggle and encourage all to stand
against hegemonic imperialism. We
must welcome immigrants into our
couniry and integrate with them. Cur
people have a8 much to share with
them as they have with ws. Let's stand
against imperialism together.

You can not build socialism in a parti-
noned country. That is a simple fact.
Unification must happen but can not
happen under a Capitalist Republic
where the same landlords remain in
power, [t must be the working-class,
Catholics, Protestants, Polish, Migeri-
ans, the “incorruptible inheritors of
Irish freedom”, who must fight For the
worker's republic. The ruling class
will mot.

We must not forget the past but learn
from it and let it mold our struggle. In
the 21st century, republicanism must
become the spear towards national [ih-
eration and class liberation. Equally,
not separately or afterwards. Commu-
nities need o be inculcated with this
thinking, from the Falls o the
Shankill. Socialist  republicanism
needs to oppose both failed states and
the ceonomic system that created
them, When republicanism becomes
successful it will not be Green or
Crange but Red.

GOH
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#WorkMu;tPay

rlil.‘ Connolly Youth Movement
have helped lead a campaign, that
sinee its inception has been on the
front-line in calling for the abolition of
Jobbridge and every ather type of free
labour schemes, The Work Must Pay
campaign has to date, succeeded in get-
ting 10 businesses o remove their Job-
Bridge advertisement and also 1o give
4 commiment mot o re-advertise in
the furre, We target and picket busi-
nesses weekly,

Chr Corke branch of CYM lauwnched
the Cork WMP group, We have held
solidanty pickets with the Dunncs
Stores workers and have joined them
in solidanty on their demonstration.
Only recently the General Secretary of
CYM and a WMP activists were part
of a WMP delegation to the EU Com-
mission in Brussels about Youth Un-
employment, WMP activists have at-
tended and spoken at numerous events
and seminars which we were invited
e,

The campaien has fought a number of
bamdes, not all successful, on the
streets, outside the place of business
and have become a real thomn in the
side for businesses looking to cxploit
young waorkers, The Connolly Youth
Movement express the need to expand
the agitation work that is already
aking place each week and withour a
doubt the metics of the campaign have
proven successful. What the campaign
needs is o expand its networks and its
activist base,
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A number of groups who originally.
signed up 1o the Work Must Pay cam-
paign have unfortunately to dare, not
been willing to get themselves in-
volved in the street agitation of Work-
MustPay, Members of CYM, who
have attended numerous seminars,
meetings, think-ins, efc., on 155ues
like JobBrdge have found it frustrat-
ing that se many vouth activisis and
unicns simply will not do what needs
to be done — go on the offensive
against the exploiters

Omnline campaigns and slogan/photo
campaigns have proven over the last
number of vears 1o be ineffective.
They may be headline grabbing and
have scored some funding from
unions o Keep up a presence or an ap-
pearance of being active, but business-
s will happily 1gnore a group of
young activists when they gather ina
conference room to talk about how
bad JobhBridge is. However, they have
found it impossible to ignore a group
of activists shouting slosans outside
their place of business!

The CY¥M den't want 1o criticise
groups for the sake of criticism and
controversy. We need to stop the talk-
ing and the petty online debates about
subjects irrelevant o the real material
conditions of our youth. The reality
for school leavers looking for work
and those graduating 15 that the prac-
tice of exploitative internships and
the culmre of internships is slowly
heing ingrained into swathcs of our
population every year. We don't need
to convinee young activists of the ex-
plottative nature of JobBridge, the
facts speak for themselves. What 1s

B

15 leadership and an effective means
of organizing and carrying out agita-
tion activities against JobBridge.

The success of WP is that it is
ahout working people, whether they
are employed, unemployed or current-
ly studying, standing together in soli-
darity with those who are being ex-
plowed. We fundamentally want o
see an end to JobBridge and every
ather free labour scheme. Our shared
campaign has ofien come under criti-
cism from small and medigm sized
businesses arguing that we should be
targeting large companies and not
‘poar old me, just trying to grow a
little in this hostile economic environ-
ment’

Let it be clear — WorkMustPay docs
not campaign on behalf of busincsses,
big or small, but it campaigns on
behalf of workers, WMP campaigns
against businesses exploiting vulnera-
ble sections of society = youth and un-
employed. We campaign against a
worker under 22 vears of age expect-
ed to live on €5.75 an hour. How can
we expect voung people o live inde-
pendently when their wages don't
allow it7

W campaign against a clear under-
mining of the minimum wage. We
campaigi againgt the elear and wide-
spread abuse of lobBridge where
"11,393 organisanions, businesses and
charities have used JobBridge interns
since 20001°, We campaign against this
povernment policy that undermines a
person’s labour, which is spreading to
all sections of the economy hoth
public and provate. We campaign in
the belet that work must indeed pay



Any busingss that uses JobBrndge i1s
cxploming a worker. The business
owner will say JobBridge is “good for
our business”. Well of course it is, as
any cxploitation of & worker means
less costs go towards labour, which in
urn means higher profits for the busi-
ness, Clearly the scheme benefits
some, and the strongest lobby group
for it will be those whose interest it 1s
to preserve an exploitative free-labour
scheme.

Exploitation and by extension Job-
Bridge 15 good for busingss —we in
CYM are well aware of this. Exploita-
non however cannot be justified and
explomation is definitely not good fos
working people, their families and
their communitics. [t is in the interest
of young pecple o lobby against Job-
Bridze, as it will be the younger gen-
erations who will suffer most from
the scheme.,

The CYM hold that free-labour
schemes are part of the broader attack
on working peoples’ wapes and condi-
tions, which isn't just containcd to Ire-
land but to most of the major capital-
ist economics of the world, Exploita-
tion of labour is the very basis of the
capitalist cconomic model! Why else
would you have some of the largest
companies in the world move their

|11a|1ut'a|:l‘urmg OPCranons 1o I}lﬂ.f{.‘i
where workers are worth less than the
prodhucts they produce. vet the owners,
the capitalists, have mever held so
much wealth,

The Trish capitalist economy today, for
many people young and old, does not
provide the means of subsistence, as
every gan from collective labour over
the decades, from childcare to educa-
tion, health to housing, work to pen-
sions and evervthing in-between is
heing eroded, There s a real crisis of
capitalism and 1115 this existing capital-
ism that we must daily agitate, educate
and organise against

That is why CYM has become active
in #WorkMustPay, as we are no longer
content with meetings and photo ops.
The stakes arc too high to remain philo-
sophic about 1t all. We are putting our
theary to the test that the best way to
tnckle injustice, in this case JobBridge
15 Lo challenge it head on, at the facto-
ry gates as it were. What the campaign
has also demonstrated is that we are
winning the small bartles in this war
on workers and their rights, We need
fo bring back our militancy and fight
to voung workers and show that action
hrings results,

So exploiters beware - We are coming
fior wou!

TE W

nﬂ #'WorkMustPay

WORK MUST PAY

VERSE]
I'VE DOME MY TIME, SITTING 1N
SCHOOL
I'VE LISTENED. WROTE DOWN
AMD FOLLOWED THEIR RULES
MNOW |'f OUT ON MY OWMN
AMD ALL THE JOBS ARE GONE

VERSE2
I'VE HEARD THAT TO GET A JOB
YOU GIVE Ul YOUR TIME

FOR NO WAGE WILL BE PAID, JUST

YOUR WELFARE AMND A DMME
WE THOUGHT WE HAD 1T MADE
BUT NOW THE GAME HAS
CHAMGED

BRIDGE
MO WORK HERE TODAY
ITHE BOSSES DON'T WANNA PAY
SAY NO TO EXPLOITATION
WITH OME VOICE LET LS SAY

CHORUS
WORE MUST PAY. WORK MUST
Pay
DEMAND FROM THE BOSSES TO
PAY A LIVING WAGHE
WORK MUST PAY, WORK MUST
oy
SHOUT FROM THE ROQFTOPS
DEMAND A LIVING WAGE

FULL SOMG OUT S0O0M
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Obesity Is A
Poor Person's
Disease

A plumpness in size was once re-
served for only the most beaunful, af-
fluent and greedy of socicty's rulers.
What was once considered a sign of
wealth and comfort of life is now a
curse inflicted upon the poor. As the
working class is slowly extracted of
their wealth, they're forced o buv
cheaper and cheaper food, which the
international conglomeraies are happy
o make. Brimming with sugars, salts
and dangerous chemicals like High
Fructose Com Syrup (HFCS) and
Yellow #5 food colouring dermved
from coal tar, all in the attempt at re-
ducing nameral ingredients used and
mrning a higher and higher profit at
the expense of public health. Obesity
I8 not an cducation or an exercisc
issug, this is just another battlcficld of
class warfare.

Crtspoken fashion designer, Vivian
Westword, recerved a lot of criticism
recently when she said poor people
should “eat less' to reduce obesity. Al-
though she went on fo explain her
soymdbite, her insinuation rang e,
For most, there is very rarcly a choice
between healthy and unhealthy. In the
west, all there is is cating or not cating,
It is the capitalist illusion of choice.
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OHten people will claim that i's a will-
power issue. that the difference be-
tween vou cating McDonalds, and
someone not, Is purcly willpower.
Thar it has nothing to do with the fact
that the price of a small bag of al-
monds will get vou a full meal in Mc-
Donalds, or that in comparison to any
processed food, the natural alternative
is significantly more expensive. Nor

would there generally be any sort of

sale or marketing pushing natral food
because there's a lot less profit o be
made. EAT CHEAP is the slogan and
the only people really following it are
the ones that have no other aption,
While povernments were once a suppo-
sid bastion of defense against the tam-
pering of foods by corporations, it
SCCMS i our society, evervihing has a
price. The European Union, which is
often held in high regard when it
comes to food and agriculiure stand-
ards, destroyed a large chunk of at's
reputation recently during an attempt
at rolling out a red carpet for TTIE
After a visit from a high-level delega-
tion on 26 June 2013 from the Ameri-
can Chambers of Commerce, the EU
dropped 1t's intended banming of 31
pesticides — mcluding Endocrme dis-
ruptor chemicals, These disruptions
can cause cancerous tumars, birth de-
fects, and other developmental disor-
ders. Any system in the body con-
trolled by hormones can be derailed
by hormone disruptors.

Mo amount of nime on a meadmill can
make your government grow a spine.
Political action and awareness is the

oilv wiv ol naking sure vour elected
representatives stand against profit at
the expense of public health. Compa-
nics are banking on vour ignorance
and your government's complacency.
Even looking past the mistreatment of
food by corporations, food addiction
i5 also rampant bul receives very hitle
svmpathy. IT we can see that drog ad-
dicrion is almost exclusive o the poor,
how do so many of us refuse to see
feod addiction as something in the
same. Be it sugar or heroing, addiction
is often the chosen method to cscape
your circumstance, The government
and the EL seems to be domg absolute-
ly nothing in the wake of 2 bloated situ-
ation that's already claiming | in 3
deaths in the United States of Ameri-
ca. A country that we all seem to be
racing to join in their neoliberal gutter
of public health.

A recent World Health Organisanion
study found the Republic of Ireland 15
on a fast course to becoming the fattest
country in Europe, Even WHO superfi-
cially suggests teaching people about
diers and 'tackling” abesity in children,
simply fucling the 'it's vour own fault®
narrative, ean’t help but wonder if Ire-
land's crushing austerity and growing
inequality has anything o do with the
significant increase of overweight
people. Hard to imagine an illness so
associated with greed (o be the result
of poverty, but is austerity making us
far?

AC



Antidepressant
Generation:
The Business
of Making Us
All Crazy

Thcrc are fow people in Ircland who
do not know someonc affected cither
directly or indirectly by mental-dis-
fress. Antidepressant prescniplions in
Ireland are at an all-time high; there
are  approximately 500000 people
taking antidepressants or anti-anxiety
drugs in Ireland and over thirty differ-
ent tvpes for GPs to preseribe. This
has led the Insh media to dub today’s
youth “The Antidepressant Genera-
tion”, Responding to this, this arficle
explores the rise in mass consumption
of psveliatric medications by critical-
ly examining the process by which
mental-illness is defined and who this
benefits.

The Diagnostc and Stanstocal Manual

of Mental Disorders (DSM), first pub-
provides standardised

lished in 1952,
criteria which indiduals must meet
in order for [h?'ﬁympmms [0

belled the result of a mental
lts contents provide an inte
authority on 1§en[ai -illness em|
b clinicians, researchers, phﬂrmuccu-
tical l:ompuniil::{ and the World Health
Organisation for the purpose of diag-
nosing mentalillness. In oiir words,
the DSM is the bibile of mentalsillness-
&4 for those im-al-.ui in its treat
The development o
driven by a desire to cn?i‘mm the scien-
tific status and II:me]sr: l’hc authority
of psychiatry by those m:'nrkm'g aithin

DSM ey

cver, by emphasising mental-illness as
an abnormality within the individual
the profession was able © advocaie
for its own specialist individual inter-
ventions and increase  profitability.
Ower the course of time, the pharma-
ceutical industry notably became inter-
rwined i the development of the
DSM. The financial tics between the
industry and those defining DEM con-
tent are reflecied in the substantial
funding provided by the industry for
conventions, journals, and research re=
lared 1o whar is contaned within the

“manual. For pharmaceutical compa-

nlcs‘,‘kgnll:,- hound to producing drugs
solcly forthe trcamment of recogniscd
al conditions, expanding what is
as a mental disorder i5 2 strate-
rity, [is syccess is indicated by

mental disorders contained within the
DEM; from a second edition published
in 1968, which was|only 119 pages

long, the DSNL imcreased to 886 pages
in less than ghirey years. [t contimues to

e most recent edition, the DSM-3,
has received l.il.n' cant criticism for
lowering the EE’ﬂ'dZIJd:H for pre-exist

it. Despite this, the process in “M Jdng types afental disorder so that

the manual 15 constructed is far from
empirical; based on panel member’s
opinions and observations rather than
anv kind of objective measure. How-

“TioEr ofdinary people can be firted into
at least one category outlined within
the manual. To demonstrate, within
the DSM-5 “hereavement” has been in-

lic incrense in the number of

mwoduced a5 another possible sign of

‘Major Depressive Disorder’, The
result is the medicalisation of the very
normal process of grief following the
death of a love one. In addition, the
DSM-5 has generated new categories
of mental disorder to encapsulate the
evervday parameters of human emo-
fion and behaviour not wet trans-
formed into profitable symptoms of
mental-illness, By controlling  this
highly influential document the phar-
maceutical industry has been able o
promote  the musleading dea thar
evervday life problems are actually un-
diagnosed psvehiatric illness caused
by a chemical imbalance and requiring
a sobhution in pll form

The pharma-onentated mndset put
forward by the DSM and its propo-
nents does not guestion the class
sysiem that generates mental-distress
anvongst those it exploits. Instead, it
secks o profit from the misery of capi-
talism induces on  others. Men-
tal-ilincss becomes the problem to be
treated, rather than the structural eco-
nomic conditions that create distress,
By categonsing certain behaviours as
‘disorders” the pharmaceutical indus-
ry and allied professions have been
able 1o depoliticise behaviours arising
from the effects of social mequality
and acquire political support and fund-
ing for tackling such disorders. As a
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Social Issues

result the pharmaceutical industry has
become o major force in shaping ap-
proseches to health care, with prescrip-
tion drugs a now dominant feature in
addressing mental-health concerns.

he Institute of Public Health in Irc-
land estimares that, across Irgland
those belonging to low income groups
experience rates of mental diagnosis
360 ahove those with the highest in-
comes. The social and economic stirug-
gles experienced by the working-class
are well documented in research. Stud-

ies identify an overwhelming sense of
no control over one’s own life and feel-
ings of iImprisonment o an en-going
strugele between achieving a deceni
standard of living and having the
means to do so. Under these condi-
tions is it not understandable that an in-
dividuval may  foel  pessimistic

thoughts, ideas of unworthiness and
theughts of self~harm (diagnostic crite-
ria for o “depressive episode™)? Equal-
Iy, can it be rationally argued that
masking the psvchological manifesta-

tions of capitalism on those it exploits
through drugs is the same as removing

the causes of mental-distress? No. The

truth 1s capitalism is a sick social ar-
rangement that 15 damaging to both
physical and meneal-health, Under its
dehumanising and degrading  struc-
tures mental-distress 15 an incvitabili-
ty. The only way to cradicate the sourc-

es of mass mental-distress 15 e elimi-

nate the structures that nurture it

IMA

Syriza  In
Capitulation

thn Swriza were clected back in
February and the bandwagon's capaci-
ty was full, we released a statement
where "the CYM would caution thase
who are bemng swept by the euphoria
of the mitial election success'.

With regrer, it must be stated that the
continued amack on the Greek work-
ing class will not be stopped. Syriza
have not been able to live up to the cx-
pectations, 5o where now do the
people of Greece look to for their
hope? And where do the people of
Europe look to now?

The CYM fully realise that the condi-
tions on the ground in Greece make it
difficult to negonate with the Troika
and that without a smaegy (o with-
draw, not just from the cure but the EL
and NATO, concessions would have to
be made, So from its very inception,
which has clearly been revealed, the
idea of an ‘aliernative' economic
policy to austerity, simply was not pos-
sible and art the very worst has misled
the people of Greece and its intemna-
tional supporters such as the Greek
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Solidarity Movement,

Those who continue to support Syrnza
have some wvalid points which will
need to be answered. First, there 15 the
very real humanitarian crisis which
could explode if the economy was o
collapse, so Tsipras must make conces-
signs o the EU. Secondly, there is a
very real danger of Golden Dawn and
other Mationalist and far-right parties
growing and coming to power, which
would be just as devastating for the
peaple, 5o a capitulating Syriza is far
more desirable. Third, a Gresit may be
worse than a new memorandum, so
again what lirtde chowce there 15, negon-
ating an austerity package with the
Troika, arguably, is the best deal on
the tablc

The problem and weakness with all
these points and Synza's response, is
that they are all in the context and are
all lmmted (o an economic struggle
and mot an ideclogical sorupgle. There
is mo doubt, for all its Marxists and rev-
olutionary left-wing rhetoric, Syriza is
the new face of Social Democracy and
have limited wself to try and manage
the crisis of the Greek economy within
the confines of capitalism, This is the
fundamental issue that these who feel
disillusioned about Syriza's capitula-
tion need o grasp.

I'here may be well-meanimg and good
politicians and srong left elements in

Syriza, but one ree does not make a
ferest and Syiza has proven to be bare
when it comes down 1o hard negotia-
tions with the EU. The sad faet is thar
it 15 a ragedy for Greeee, that the hope
of the people was not realised in this
"Mew Left' alternative

Let this be a wamning to those in Ire-
land that see the next general election
as its chance al bwlding the lrish
Syriza or that even see Sinn Féin as
the soothsavers of hope. There can be
no alternative to Austenity without first
of all an understanding and analysis of
Capitalism/Impenalism, sccondly to
an analysis of the ELJ as an Imperialist
construct, and thirdly, having an oppo-
sition o Imperialism and all its strue-
tures. Simply there can be no alterna-
tive without an aliernative ideology.
Aswas proven in Greece, no hypotheti-
cal grouping of Left TD's, social demo-
crats and Sinn Féin will provide us
with a viable aliecmative,



In Greece the only ideclogical, disci-
plined and organised party that has re-
mained constant in thew analysis of
the erisis of capitalism and of the onga-
ing Greck crisis has been the KKE.
The CY M continucs to support the cof-

Music - A
Weapon of The
People

Music is an infercsting thing, it 15
something that we humans ereate,
listen to, understand, worship and
escape with., Music isn't just some

backeround noise that goes into our

heads, but it has a deeper connection
and music can sav a lot about the
people whe listen wo 1t and the society
{ system we live in,

In writing this article, T interviewed a
number of people from different sec-
tons of society and a Lot of the respons-
es | pot from the people | asked, 15 that
miusic 15 quite a cultural thing, o that i
is associated with an idea, an identity,
In modem capitalist socicty these sepa-
rate identitics are connected with the
alicnation people foel towards the soci-
ety in which they live. This 15 why in
Western capualist culiure there are 50
many sub-cultures and sub-divisions
whithin cerain genres of music, be-
cause the alicnating cffects of iving in
a society where people have to com-
pete to survive, work in jobs that they
despise and that evervthing 15 geared
towards the idea of being an individu-

forts of the Greek communists and es-
pecially its vouth in the KNE.

The youth of oday will need to wel-
come and embrace the historical contri-
bution, significance and strength of
commumist and workers partics, which

alist consumer, totally contradicts the
nature of people of wanting to be part

of the collective, to have a feeling of

comradery and a need to look our for
each-other,

This is the way most of Humanity has
been able to survive, solely by being
dedicated io the collective, as it was in
some ways a part of being dedicated to
vourself — Raising the common good,
raises the individual. Oddly enough
this can take on many different as-
pects. Pop music can be quite tribal in
some ways, but it is a part of a capital-
ist culture of “consume, consume, con-
sume” and in spirit very collective, but
it has a large part of people believing
or subscribing to being part of some-
thing — not feeling alienated. This can
also take on a different, more positive

brought about real alternatives to
working people the world over and
fundamentally challenged and impor-
mntly beat the capitalist svstem. The
C¥M continues to build in those wadi-
tions.

Culture

aspect as well. Alternative genres
such as rock, rap, blues, folk e, are
in some wavs a culture of being
against the “mainstream” culmre and
SOICErY and in MANY CASES are anti-Cap-
italist. anti-consumerist and despise
mainstream culture, Indeed many of
thase interviewed said thai their music
“15 more of a way of life than a music
menre.” Music in a sense can be an ex-
rension o the politics of people.
Other examples of this can be seen in
our own Culture, in Irish History with
the Celtic revival, with Irish Culture
(Language, folklore, sports, ete) being
revived ina way of rymg to undo Bni-
ish’ imperialist Culture ie. a Cul-
turean idea that was foreign or im-
posed. Thes can be seem in the music’s
stvle and what is being said lvrically.
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Indeed Comnolly himself smd that
“gvery revolution has its Cultural
outlet” and in many instances it ¢an
and has been used as a propaganda
inal, 1o be nsed to promote an idea; by
both capitalists and anti-capialists
Old communist somgs like The Inlerma-
nonal were spread o bring_people
[rom mga CullufEs 4010 a sort ofin=
remational eulture of solidarng:

Another response | pot_from my re-
search was that:*Music 15 a weapon
that most people should fear because it

more entertaining way. For that, music
does help vou prow a mind of vour
ownand cven to soe rl'lil'lb'!i more clear-
by.”

meplaces like Beffast, music can be
itsed-to_bridge the |divide among
people.across secterian lines-For éx-
ample-a lovalist of Belfast Said-Stiff
Latde Einpers réallvopeins-ibv-eyesto
the catholic views on-things -eranteid
it's a somewht namew-minded-vicw
that being Catholic 15 a Culture, but i
shoows a beginning of understanding of
different culiures because of the music,

Finally, music is also a reaction o the
sociery at large thar vou Tive in; even a
release from it like being angry,
happy. sad; high: low and in many in-
stgnces and for many people music is
escapism. Bul music most importantly
1 eezation of the human mind and a
eollectioh ofideas that is wnbound by
phage ortime. It is an ot that brings
people together and literally brings
people in harmony with cach-other.
That iz the power of music and why it
15 50 impartant in our alienated socie-

connects people, informs them in a b,

]
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The Connodly Youth Movement is a youth organisation commited 1o fighting for
democracy, freedom and unity in this country. The CYM takes part in the strug-
qgle to bulld sociaksm In Ireland and everywhere around the globe.

Since 2008 the crisus in Ireland has deepened which has seen many talented
and gifted young people leawve this island in search of a better life abroad. We
#% a youth organisation are fundamentally opposed to any govemment using ks
youth as a safety wvalwe in trying to ease ecomomic and poliical temsiona. So
we are determined to stay and fight the injustice brought on this and future gen-
erations.,

Waorking with progressive movemsnts to develop young workers’ and stedents’
consciousness in their own proud history and culture. As & member of the
World Federation of Democratic Youth we struggle n opposition 1o imperalism
and for liberation around the globe of all oppressed peoples, including our-
salvas.,

The CYM has braches in Dublin, Belfast and Cork,

@ConnollyYM CYM. 43East Essex Sireet, Dublin 2
cannollyyauthiEhatmall_com CYM, PO Box 85 Belfast BT1




