i "i’u

 FEBRUARY 2022

“v"“c_:ﬁ;:
¥\ ’ ,'-“‘ .
S -_____1

Renewmg Marx-.sm Lemmsm "\.
-~ oN MILIT ARISM

he 21st Century . ‘
. W "
\
Role of Armed Struggle in ‘.

" LETTERFROMA &5
.\_ __The
Pohtlca\ Organtsmg -
A 3 i = _.’

- THESSALON\AN .
the Irish struggle ‘1 ‘o " 's
W \NITH S

m Greece -m -~
f .. INTERVIE
‘9‘ - ANAKBAYAN <

A Solidanty \mth

‘o

axis of a

k‘ ‘\ )’ Exp!onngthe Pr
Revo\utlonary Phi l’upme cYyo ™

Ir'“"‘. "
‘ THE LEL

\.' origins and Future

W-'Ull\’

- - -

> ™




. % Vo
What Does 1t Mean to be ad Unreconstructed t*ommumst

=L FE Corcazgh 4

As a famous Communist once said
“Which is worse, the left deviation
or the right? They are both worse
than each other”. As comrades,
we tread a fine line daily between
various mistakes. Some of these
mistakes are committed innocent-
ly, where comrades react to their
conditions too enthusiastically and
end up taking on exaggerated po-
sitions. Other mistakes are more
nefarious — individual subcultures
grow to exist in the Communist
movement, as a result of fetishisa-
tion of certain idealised self-im-
ages of grandeur and romantic
visions of uncompromising puri-
ty, replete with their own jargon
to act as rhetorical shibboleths.
At different times and at different
phases, orthodox Marxist-Lenin-
ists have had to struggle against
various currents and extremes,
and sometimes have self-criticised
and corrected past deviations.

Trotskyism is still a problem on
the left, as is anarcho-communism,
each carrying its own anti-com-
munist perspectives as expertly
trounced by Michael Parenti in
his essay on Left-wing Anti-Com-
munism. However, these tenden-
cies have never been a serious issue
in the Connolly Youth Movement.

As we enter a period where we are
defining ourselves, socialist repub-
licanism has rightfully taken a more
prominent place in our programme,
constitution and ideological narra-
tive. The CYM has always prided
itself on its anti-revisionism — we
are opposed to reformism and sup-
port a revolutionary rather than a
parliamentary road to power, in the
traditional sense defined by Lenin.
In our studies, we are not rigid and
dogmatic. We are in the spirit
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of Lukacs when he said that dia-
lectical materialism operates as a
methodology for interacting with
our material conditions, not a di-
vine exegesis of certain authors,
or texts. Opportunism and slog-
anism have always been a feature
of youth radicalism, and slogans
have their place — but in the anal-
ysis of cadres, we have a respon-
sibility to work with nuance, to
carry out serious investigations,
and not seek out self-confirmation
to validate our biases. The prolif-
eration of tendencies is an unfor-
tunate effect of the influence of the
internet on politics, and is a mark
of individualism, as each person
seeks to carve out a unique set of
viewpoints for themselves that is
self-expressive, rather than en-
gage in unity and the collective
development of a political stance.

The Connolly Youth Movement is
a Marxist-Leninist Socialist Re-
publican organisation and must
remain so. The biggest challenge
facing us today is the allure of ul-
tra-leftism. We don’t see the road
to parliamentary politics as being
capable of leading to socialism. In-
stead we see it as one of many tac-
tics used to build up the political
profile and propaganda of the pro-
letariat. We should not support ul-
tra-leftist positions that reject any
participation in elections what-
soever as a failure of principles.

I wrote in a previous article “How
communists can utilise elections”,
a strategy for communists in Ire-
land to use elections to build bases
in community and raise class con-
sciousness without falling into the
mire of careerism and reformism,
by restricting cadres to a common
programme and reminding them

AT

i —

.

that they are not running as indi-
viduals but as part of an unbreak-
able bloc, totally accountable to
democratic centralism. Commu-
nists must not repeat the mistakes
of the Workers’ Party in the 80s in
opportunistically pursuing elec-
toral gains, nor must we repeat
the mistakes of the ultra-leftists
who abandoned a whole space of
struggle out of sour grapes that,
“if we can’t win, why bother?”.
Likewise, in the trade union, we
must dialectically combine meth-
ods to achieve a pathway that is
neither reformist nor ultra-leftist.

We must reject social partner-
ship, and maintain trade unions
that are capable of representing
workers who have been sidelined
by social partnership agreements.
Despite that, we cannot totally
abandon the mainstream work-
ers’ movement by refusing to en-
gage with or hold dialogue with
reformist trade unions. We must
carry our message everywhere
that people are willing to listen.
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Internationally, we should work
with all Communists who are
friendly to us, but we must place
the priority on those movements
which have significant purchase
and relevance to the working class
in the countries where they operate.

Even if these parties have flaws or
disagreements with us, it is an un-
comradely route to refuse to engage
with them and instead bury our
heads in the sand by only working
with small, purist sects, that do not
have a mass following amongst the
working class in those countries.

The workers and communists in
these countries know their condi-
tions and their necessities better
than we do, and while we should
retain a critical eye and compare
their positions to our own cau-
tiously, we should also trust them
and not denounce people when
we do not fully understanding the
reasoning and the pressures that
have led to their current analysis.

There is a danger, now that we
no longer have a senior party to
guide our line in international re-
lations, that we will indulge flights
of fancy and pursue false roads
that lead to dead ends. We have to

remember the importance of our
mission, and moreover, the im-
portance in getting our message
out so that we remain relevant.

In the aftermath of 1991, many
communists reconstructed
themselves in a new light, in a
new image, as willing collab-
orators with the establishment.
This is a fate we must strug-
gle against and avoid.
We must never rename ourselves
or pretend to be social demo-
crats or democratic socialists.

We must proudly state to all of
the world that we are communists
and will never apologise for rais-
ing the red flag, stained with the
blood of those who have struggled
and died for a better world. Equal-
ly, we must not waste this legacy
bequeathed to us through the pur-
suit of vanity and abstractions, ar-
guing in our spare time about the
number of revisionists dancing on
the head of a pin while our class
is being repressed and exploited.
There has been a reawakening of
parties all over Europe and out-
side it. Parties like KNE, through
their self-assessment and keen
eye for applying scientific social-

ist methods to improve their line,
have given us a great role model
for what unreconstructed commu-
nists look like in the 21st century.

It is important that we look
to parties that have concrete
achievements for inspiration.
Parties that consist of profession-
al cadres who treat their work as
a full-time job and a vocation,
rather than those for whom pol-
itics is simply an expression of
lifestyle and personal aesthetics.
There are many ultra-leftist aca-
demics who have no experience
of practical politics, and there are
many wannabe guerrillas toting
guns and shouting “protracted peo-
ple’s war” from the safety of their
desktops. We can’t let the aesthet-
ics of what we wish were the condi-
tions we operate in cloud the facts,
or by our lack of judgement we
make ourselves a source of ridicule.

Left: CYM Officer School in Dublin, 2022.

Throughout this transition period,
as we readjust ourselves, we must
retain our sobriety and never forget
who we are. We are Marxist-Lenin-
ist, unreconstructed, the inheritors
of the Bolshevik party, the Com-
munist tradition in Ireland, and
the socialist Republican tradition.

We are the brothers and sisters of
millions of cadres across the world,
each with their own connection
tracing back to that proud tradition.
We cannot and must not exoticise
our work by inventing new tra-
ditions or arguing that we have
found unique and new ideologi-
cal fusions where we don’t have
the work or theory to back it up.
We have accomplished mile-
stones and won the respect of
many by staying true to our core
constitution, and this minimal-
ist and highly adaptable base
will serve us well in the future.



In the aftermath of our disaffili-
ation, we have broken our links
with the ideologically bankrupt
NEC majority of the CPI. How-
ever, we are still very much in the
tradition of the CPI and we take
our historical inspiration from
the CPI. Michael O’Riordan, for
example, supported the USSR
through thick and thin, even if it
was sometimes critical support.

We are not a movement for the
denunciation of actually existing
socialism, whether from a left
perspective of a right perspective.
In this issue, we try to retrace
our footsteps and come back
to understanding of who we
are and what we stand for, in
preparing for our next steps.
The questions on everyone’s mind
-

is: where will the CYM go from
here? Options including negoti-
ating a re-affiliation to thel Essex
St. CPI, but that is doubtful| giv-
en the current leadership; does
not want us affiliated’ to; them.

Another. option is. to transform
the CYM into a party: This is
something [ don’t think most
CYM members would“want;, and
it would leave us berefti of" the
CYM’s outstanding function as
an organisation for youth radicals!
Thel final, option is to. outright
start ajnew party or/reconstitute
the CPIto be a better partys this
ista’ difficult ‘path that will need
many years of work for fruition:

We must work to support com-
rades within the CPI who support

—

us/againstithelcorrupt McCartanite
faction., We' must also remember
when!considering future re-affilia-
tion to any. potential party:thatithe
struggle forireconstitution is being
fought by’ those who backed the
CY/Mes|corner unceasingly when it
was attacked byithe Essex St. group.

There arelmany options' to con-
sider, and/the situation:is, volatile!

Only by intensifying our. connec-
tion to our class through agitation
in" all youth fields; while keeping
our eyes open to pathways forward,
and our theoretical understanding
of'the contours'that'an ideal com-
munist partysshould take, can we
bridgerthat gap between the past
and future to a new beginning, one
that will lead us to the red decade.

Top:
EDON Congress,
Cyprus, 2022.

Left and bottom:
Ard Fheis, Beltast,
2020.




A View from
a Greek Friend

of Ireland
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“We propose to conquer that po-
litical power through a work-
ing class political party” (The
Programme of Labour, 1916).
A few months before his execution
James Connolly stressed the need
for a revolutionary party to seize
power, a goal to which he devoted
his life. But why is avanguard
party so important in order to
achieve power?

The history of the world revolu-
tionary movement teaches that
during a revolutionary upheaval
the militancy of the working
class is not enough for the victo-
ry of the proletarian revolution.

The working class as the
pioneering force of  social
evolution in the age of tran-
sition ~ from  capitalism  to
socialism is the class that will
carry out the proletarian revo-
lution, but the formation of the
corresponding strategy and tactics
is a matter that weighs on the shoul-
ders of its vanguard which must
guide the whole class. In simple
words the task of the working class
vanguard, the communist party is
to prepare the socialist revolution.
But what does this mean?
The proletarian party of the new
type, in order to be ready when
the revolution breaks out and in
order to take the leadership of the
revolution, must have organized
the working class and must have
formed a conception of class uni-
ty. In the case of Ireland, such a
party has a dual role in preparing
the revolution. The first task is

to organize the working class in
trade unions in order to be able
to resist against the attacks of the
capitalist class. But is this enough?

It’s very important to develop the
economic struggles and gain rights
for the workers, because they can
be taught that their unity is the
only way to oppose the bourgeois
oppression. But through this pro-
cess the communist party must ex-
plain to workers that the economic
struggle itself is not enough. The
most crucial matter through this
process is for the vanguard party
to connect the economic strug-
gles with the political struggles.

To achieve this, the communist
party should agitate among the
working class that their unity must
be class oriented, that social part-
nership is against their interests,
that its ultimate goal should be the
seizing of power. This means that
communists should have their
own agenda in the trade unions in
order to take up their leadership
and when a proportion of them
adopt their agenda, a front of such
class oriented trade unions should
be established sharpening the de-
bate for the aims and goals of the
labour movement.

If a similar process develops in the
farm cooperatives then the party
can lead the formation of the alli-
ance between the proletarians and
the small farmers. The second task
is to fight for the unity and frater-
nization among the people in the
north. This task can be achieved
by carrying out the first task of
class unity, but special attention

and specific measures should be
taken in order to develop a per-
manent front against sectarianism.
A party that has thus managed to
have members in the workplaces
and have managed to developed
class unity, in the crucial moment
will be victorious. Here lies the
importance of the vanguard party.

The history of the Irish War
of Independence and the Irish
Civil War not only teaches the
devastating consequences of the
absence of a vanguard party, but
also shows the relations between
Marxism-Leninism and social-

ist republicanism or republican
socialism.

During that period the SPI, later
CPI, instead of developing organ-
ized work in the working class
and the republican movement,
liquidated its forces believing
that those who view themselves
as “socialist republicans” could
develop revolutionary strategy
and tactics for a workers repub-
lic. The result was the failure of
the republican movement and the
Labour Party to do that, due to
their failure to adopt Dialectical
and Historical Materialism, Po-
litical Economy and bolshevize.

The communists were
right to seek an alliance
with the republican movement in
order to give a class orientation,
but they should have maintained
their party structure, developed an
armed wing, took the leadership of
the working class and its soviets
and won over patriots in the North.



They were of course people who
took the step further like Liam
Mellows, who supported the com-
munists’ program and expressed
his will to join them. But there
were others who were just inspired
by some communist theses and
could not adopt the revolutionary
theory and practice.

In my view the socialist republi-
canism or republican socialism or
socialist republicanism, with one
word revolutionary republicanism,
was the class oriented republican
movement as a result of commu-
nist pioneer activity. It was not a
Marxist-Leninist movement but a

*

LUMALAKAS, LUMALAWAK, LUMALABAN

ANAKBAYAN

Lessons from Afar:
An Interview with Anakbayan
CM, Béal Feirste

As communists our struggle is an
international one, as socialist-re-
publicans we fully understand the
unity between anti-imperialism
and the struggle for socialism.
With this in mind we should always
be striving to learn from our com-
rades across the world about what
they do, and what methods they
use, in the struggle for socialism.

The struggle currently being
waged in the Philippines is one
which all socialists should be fol-
lowing closely. Such struggles
show that the struggle for social-
ism is not confined to history
books, and utterly destroys the

movement that could bring about
a successful revolution if there
was a vanguard party to lead this
movement. So  Marxism-Len-
inism in Ireland was the com-
munist movement and revolu-
tionary republicanism was the
class oriented republican move-
ment organized by communists.

In conclusion the need of a van-
guard communist party in Ire-
land is necessary more than ever.
Only an internationalist “All-Ire-
land Communist Party” guided
by the teaching of Marx-Engels-
Lenin-Stalin, inspired by the work
of its its forerunners Connolly

defeatist notion of the “end of his-
tory”. Thus, these excerpts of an
interview with Comrade Cyan of
Anakbayan provide some fascinat-
ing insight into the Filipino strug-
gle, and lessons to be learnt from it.

To begin with, we must first ex-
plore a bit about what Anakbayan
is and what it seeks to achieve.
Comrade Cyan said, “Anakbayan
(Children of the People) is the
comprehensive  national-demo-
cratic mass organisation of the
Filipino youth, organising from
all different sectors of the youth....
It 1s one of the most steadfast or-
ganisations in waging forward the
national democratic struggle of the
Filipino people against US impe-
rialism and domestic feudalism...
Its role in the national-democratic
struggle is an important one be-
cause without a comprehensive
youth organisation, the strug-
gle would die out as there would
be no new blood there to carry
out its tasks towards its victory”.

Rather than simply being
a talking-shop that denounces Yan-
kee imperialism, however, Anak-

and Mellows and influenced by
the traditions of revolutionary re-
publicanism and anti-sectarianism,
can shoulder the burden of the Irish
Question and the Proletarian Cause.

In this historical moment, it is
up to you, the member of the
CYM, to raise the red flag with
the hammed and sickle in Ireland.

bayan knows the importance of ac-
tion. Just as we in the CYM have
our slogan of “Agitate, educate, or-
ganise”, our Filipino comrades fol-
low the slogan of “Arouse, organ-
ise and mobilise”. So how do they
do this? Arousing consists of “leaf-
leting, round table discussions, ed-
ucational discussions, online and
on-ground propaganda and agita-
tion work, forums, seminars and
other forms of creative activities
in order to raise their political con-
sciousness of the current semi-feu-
dal and semi-colonial system”.

From here, they seek to organise.
To this end they “recruit thousands
upon thousands of youth towards
our chapters, build alliances and
forge the strong unity between var-
ious youth organisations to fight
for common interests and goals”.

But, as the Filipino experience
shows, you must dare to struggle,
and thus the mobilisations con-
sists of “mass-actions including
rallies, demonstrations, protests,
occupations, strikes, walk-outs”
So what is the importance of these
actions?

AGITATE|EDUCATE|ORGANISE
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Comrade Cyan said, “Mass-ac-
tions are important because they
are a show of force, they are a
form of agitation that shows the
people that certain issues exist and
that the government and all other
state actors must address these
problems seriously”.

So what sort of tactics do they

use to achieve these goals? What
sort of activities does Anakbayan
do to advance the struggle? One
particular activity of note was how
they relate to community organ-
isations, peasant associations,
women’s organisations and fish-

He said that the Filipino nation-
al-democratic movement, through-
out its decades of experience, has
learnt from experience the impor-
tance of being “firmly rooted into
the masses in order to gain their
trust and confidence in waging the
correct political line”. Thus, if there
is to be any lesson taken from this
interview, it should be the same
lesson that Filipino comrades, and
many others, learnt through dec-
ades of hard struggle, that grasp-
ing the mass line is invaluable
and imperative for communists.

ing groups. This involves send-
ing members into communities
through “basic mass exposures”
and “basic mass integrations” The
former is often only a day or two,
whereas the latter can be as long
as several months. This enables
Anakbayan members to “learn
more from the experiences of
these associations and organisa-
tions as well as aid them in various
means. They help each other with
political and ideological educa-
tion in order to further raise the
morale and consciousness of the
members within these organi-

sations”. A similar practice has
been discussed within the CYM,
through the process of branch
exchanges, thus the experience of
Anakbayan in similar activities
should definitely be learnt from.

When I asked Comrade Cyan
what the most important lesson
from the Filipino experience
should be, he emphasised that it
would be to “firmly grasp the mass
line” in order to arouse, organise
and mobilise the broadest majori-
ty of the masses.

More broadly, however, Comrade
Cyan also made a point about the
importance of youth in any rev-
olutionary struggle. As young
communists, we should always re-
member our role. Comrade Cyan
noted how, as young people, we
are “critical-minded, creative, have
physical and mental strength”, but
also noted that young people can
also “succumb to individualism...
vacillating ~ world-views...  that
could pull them away from the
revolutionary line”. But, as young
communists, if we are “deeply root-

ed amongst the masses”, and spread
the revolutionary line, we have the
potential to “rebuild the world”
Comrade Cyan provided many
other insightful comments, which
will be available online, however
he wanted to give his own person-
al advice to us: “The only advice I
could give for the Irish communists
is - Dare to struggle, dare to win!...
Our Irish comrades must remem-
ber that the struggle, far from only
being national, is international and
that there are many people who sup-
port the struggle in your country”.
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The accusation of “militarism” or
the characterisation of communists
as “militarists” by their detrac-
tors (be they liberals or even other
communists), is one that can be fre-
quently seen in discourse surround-
ing how the revolution will be car-
ried out. Generally, these criticisms
are accompanied by claims that the
working class can take power by
parliamentary means, or through
a campaign of general strikes and
civil disobedience. However, as
has been clearly demonstrated by

successful revolutions the world |-
over, in the USSR, China, or Cuba. [T

The ability of communists to em-
ploy physical force is integral not
only to the success of a revolu-
tion, but equally as importantly,
for their own defence while build-
ing up their strength. This piece
is not, however, a defence of gen-
eral armed struggle sans an anal-
ysis of material conditions that
would make it successful. As a
CYM member has already argued:

“All revolutionary leaders who
sought the overthrow of capital-
ism and the redefinition of soci-
etal structures argued for the use
of armed struggle and defined it
extensively [...] They evaluat-
ed the conditions that led to the
struggle, how it proceeded on a
technical level, how the struggles
ended and what consequences
these uprisings and struggles had”

Nor is this an analysis of how to
successfully carry out such an
armed endeavour. Rather, the
hope of this piece is to serve as
a cautionary tale as to what can
happen when a communist par-
ty that has established itself as a

strong leader of the working class
both through its own party and
affiliated  organisations,  de-
cides to abandon the gun
and eschews the concept of
armed struggle altogether.

In 1965, the Communist Party
of Indonesia (Partai Kommunis
Indonesia, PKI) was the largest
non-governing communist par-
ty in the world behind only the
Communist Party of the Sovi-
et Union (CPSU) and Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), and the

second largest in Asia. The party,
while siding with the USSR during
the Sino-Soviet split, tended to fol-
low more closely the organisation-
al structure characteristic of Mao
Zedong Thought, through the es-
tablishment of mass organisations
in both the city and countryside.

Following Indonesia’s independ-
ence from the Netherlands, the
PKI participated freely in elec-
tions, reliably gaining approxi-
mately 16 percent of the nation-
al vote. However, in contrast to

AGITATE|EDUCATE|ORGANISE
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other Asian parties, the party did
not have an armed wing, and re-
fused to countenance the thought
that such a thing was necessary.

As a country, Indonesia was a
leading proponent of the Third
Way in international politics, with
President Sukarno, insisting that
good relations may be held with
both the US and USSR. The first
Afro-Asian conference, a meeting
of newly independent anti-colonial
and anti-imperialist nations, was
held in Indonesia at Bandung in

AGITATE|EDUCAT

1955, which laid the groundwork
for the founding ofthe Non-Aligned
Movement in Belgrade in 1961.

However, as the Cold War pro-
gressed and the position of the
United States towards non-align-
ment became increasingly intol-
erant, Indonesia’s independence
was fast becoming a problem.
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, be-
came a home for many Indone-
sian military officers who were
trained in  counterinsurgency,
intelligence gathering and, most

WWW.CYM.I

notably, anti-communism. They
would carry this ideology back to
theircountry,withdisastrousresults.

Before we discuss the consequenc-
es this would have for the Indo-
nesian communists, we should
go back a few years, to look at a
similar US experiment that end-
ed in failure, but had a massive
effect on a certain revolution-
ary figure. Guatemala’s revolu-
tion had begun in 1944, while
the US was busy in Europe and
Asia with the Second World War.

Consequently, they did not imme-
diately intervene in the small Cen-
tral American state. However, by
1954, their patience had come to an
end. Guatemala’s President, Jaco-
bo Arbenz, attempted to appro-
priate approximately 200,00 acres
of unused land from the country’s
largest landowner, the United Fruit
Company (an American company).

In retaliation, they called for
US intervention, that culmi-
nated in the capital, Guatema-
la City, being attacked by the
US Air Force, and a military
dictatorship being put in power.
This dictatorship would
proceed to  murder  thou-
sands of trade unionists and
communists at the US Embas-
sy’s behest. Why this event is
relevant is because present in the
capital at the time was a young
Argentinian  doctor,  Ernesto
‘Che’ Guevara, who stated that:

E/ORGANISE
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“THE HARSHITHI THATARBENZDIDING T N OW HOW 1

W,
CET

OCCASION. WE WERE COMPLETELY DEFENCEUESSHSINCE 1
NO PLANES, NO ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS AND NO SHELTER.

PANIC GRIPPED THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE ‘BRAVE AND LOYAL ARMY
OF GUATEMALA’. ARBENZ DID NOT THINK TO HIMSELF THAT A PEOPLE IN
ARMS IS AN INVINCIBLE POWER [...] HE COULD HAVE GIVEN ARMS TO THE

PEOPLE BUT HE DID NOT WANT TO - 5




This Guatemalan experience had
a profound impact on Guevara’s
theories around revolution and
can be credited in part for the de-
feat of the Bay of Pigs invasion in
1961 (the preparations for which
sparked a 30 year civil war in Gua-
temala).

Although the PKI’s newspaper
Harian Rakjat reported extensive-
ly on the Guatemalan coup, they
failed to take from it the lessons
that Guevara did. This failure

to recognise the importance of
armed defence was to be their
downfall. In the early morning

of 30 September 1965, a group of
Indonesian army officers, ostensi-
bly to prevent an anti-government
coup, kidnapped five of the six
top army generals in the country.
By sunrise, all five would be dead.
What followed was a wave of an-
ti-communist propaganda by the
military, claiming that the PKI had
orchestrated the entire debacle in
an attempt to gain power, that the
murders had been accompanied
by satanic rituals, and that the
generals had been mutilated and
emasculated by the Gerwani, the
party’s women’s wing. Using this
as pretext, the military, police, and
right-wing paramilitaries pro-
ceeded to exterminate Indonesia’s
left-wing, with actual membership
of the PKI being immaterial. In his
analysis of the event, Vijay Pra-
shad describes:

“Mass murder was the order of
the day. The worst killings were in
East Java and in Bali [...] the pris-
oners were forced to dig a grave
and then ‘one by one, they were
beaten with bamboo clubs, their
throats slit, and they were pushed
into the mass grave. By the end of
the massacre, a million Indonesian
men and women of the left were
sent to these graves.”

AGITATE|EDUCATE|ORGANISE

Within six months, Indonesia’s
left had either been eradicated or
scared into silence, and the PKI
was banned in 1966. It remains so
to this day.

This method of anti-communism,
colloquially referred to as “The
Jakarta Method”, was exported
around the globe by the CIA and
their allies to any state perceived
to be under communist threat.
By the 1980s, similar (though less
extreme) massacres and coups
would occur in Brazil, Chile, Su-
dan, Ecuador, Bolivia, Honduras,
and El Salvador, to name but a few.

In his final analysis of the Indone-
sian massacre, Prashad makes the
pertinent point that: “the USSR’s
reaction was tepid. The Chinese
called it a ‘heinous and diabolical’
crime. But neither the USSR nor
China could do anything. The
United Nations stayed silent. The
PKI had decided to take a path
that was without the guns. Its cad-
re could not defend themselves.
They were not able to fight the
military and the anti-communist
gangs. It was a bloodbath”
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The fate of the PKI and its cadres
stands as a cruel lesson to com-
munists the world over that while
armed struggle may be “to con-
clude the political struggle”, the
forces of reaction will not simply
wait for the struggle to reach this
point. As the old adage goes,

“The only good SUARPC
communist is a ?
dead communist”, 0

and so any person \,E\Nb

committing them-

"\

el

CE\“UK\ESE
who is serious about K‘-\N oF o

selves to the long road
to revolution should

never fool themselves R
into thinking they can &0
do so without defending YRSAGI®:

themselves. Aie
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The Leninist Movement
AH, Baile Atha Cliath

No matter where you travel, every.
Communist Party in the world
claims to be a Leninist party.In
one shape or another, a plethora
of cherry-picked quotations from
Lenin are used to justify revisions
ism, reformism, electoralism, and
a myriad of other political posiz
tions that often offer more
dictions than resolutions.

However, as a member of the

nolly Youth Movement (CYIM);
[ can proudly say that many/of
the basic theoretical prin¢iples
of Leninism outlined injjoseph!
Stalin’s Foundations of L’eninism}
can be found in both our constitus
tion and programme. For instance;
article 2 of the Introductionistates)
that:

“The philosophical outlogkithe!
Connolly Youth Movement
plies is Dialectical Materialism®
Materialist in that it views
change as indistinct from ecoz
nomic change. Dialectical infthat;

ism, demands versus action, and in particular democratic central-
reform versus revolution. ism and how it should function.
' Our collective experience'in rela-
All; of these articles explain the | tion to the CPI was that democrat-
role of a disciplined unit of young | ic centralism did not function. It
people functioning together, what | had been so brutally bastardised,
manner we intervene in political | with political authority so invested
struggle in society and the dif- | in one person, that it didn’t ulti-
tference between ‘reformist’ and | mately matter who thought what,
srevolutionary’gstruggles. We un- | as undesirable decisions would
derstand theseStoMbe universally | simply be overturned. It was our
applicable for all Com- | view then that for a communist
munistéforganisationsfiand that: | party to function accordingly,

‘ “ I this can never and should never
S off Norganisation | be the case. Within the CYM for
[democraticicentralism] s} in— instance, disagreements are plenti-
tegral to moyement ful:; This has allowed active debate
al healthy, muni 2| onlvirtuallyzall political issues to
ment thatdlcanideli flourishfandihasfmaintained that
itheldebate is healthy; comradely,
productive!
isEnotitoltemporarily :
fin @? pop— However, we are a results driv-
tﬂkﬁ‘_ﬁy or2 ‘make) to | en organisation, so the purpose

diclass) m and of theoretical debates is not to

E’V @E youths; mimmﬁiby @ﬂ}v achieve smug satisfaction for

1inat ﬁ}xg haying the ‘correct position; but

rather being able to demonstrate

inipractice why your position is
1theseitheor correct! Votes are regularly taken
wel @m ~ ﬂ@ atbranch levels, branch commit-

it views social change as a highly, Ii of all shapes teellevels, Ard Fheiseanna and the

connected process that requiresjal
collective transformat-i'on
local or single-issue
a single historiciforce?

This article definitivelyfaffirmsiours
commitment tofalclassfanalysisiofs
society. We acceptithatieconomic!
change, spurredfonibysclassiinter
ests, drives on allfotherichange)
and that from this
change comes a{changeitojthe;
superstructurefintthetrealmsjoft
culture, politicsjandjthejlegallsys=

tem, to name a

A look atiour pmgr-amme
ther highlights
to the fundamentallprinciplesfofi
 Leninism. Herelcaniberfoundiour

- "' "~ stancesion demograticicentral®
e g g

Ardl Chomhairle. They are never
predictable, although some com-

3 , | radesjdo express ‘similar’ positions
T!B thelodd time, but the point is that
[th1s) Wﬁih @}Im democratic centralism functions
thatiwelwere] ﬁ@ @@mﬁﬂm‘.’@@ﬁ}xa \enylhealthily.
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Once debate has been exhausted,
thoughts expressed and points
made, a decision is arrived at and
the movement rows together in
one direction, acting as a united
front.

This has proven not only to work,
but to ensure that all comrades
are taught a sense of respect for
the decision of the collective, and
a sense of trust in the organs of
political power. The result of this
is the rapid rise and growth of the
organisaton all over the country.
In short, for the rest of the organ-
isation to function, for it to fulfil
its purpose, for it to grow into a
vanguard organisation, demo-
cratic centralism must function
impeccably. Those who lose votes
must obey the result after having
exercised their ability to debate
the vote. Lower organs of the
movement must be able to voice
concerns and criticisms and high-
er organs must address them, but
at the end of the day, they must
proceed forward together.

Developing out of well oiled prac-
tices revolving around democratic
centralism, can come further con-
clusions on how an organisation
should be run. As a result, further
core concepts of what an ideal
Communist Party must look like
emerge. A commitment to deep
engagement in community areas
& work.

In our analysis of the contempo-
rary Irish left, we have discovered
that while most sections of it are
politically reliant on working class
people for votes, they are at the
same time politically disconnected
from the working class.

That is to say that the political
structures of many Irish left or-
ganisations are weakest in working
class areas. In our experience of
the CPI, there was an active hostil-

ity to activity such as door-knock-
ing and community outreach
work.

While we never received a full
explanation for the reasons behind
this hostility, we believe this to be
an entirely incorrect position.

There will be no revolution with-
out direct engagement with our
community. There will be no Party
that is “on the pulse of the masses”
as Lenin said without being direct-
ly engaged.

To that end the CYM is now pro-
moting the developing of branch-
es in estates, started as cumann,
that engage in community work.
Cumann’s are in practical terms
sub-branches of larger branches
that require less people than a
branch, but more than an individ-
ual

Industrial work and its target
audience: officials or the unorgan-
ised?

Prevalent among the Irish left is
the desire to influence trade union
officials, to plant party members
in union official positions and

to climb the committees. In our
experience however, this strategy
is not correct, primarily for two
reasons:

1)Most workers in Ireland are not
trade union members

2)The trade unions targeted

for this effort are dominated by
the Labour Party and other so-
cial-democratic party members,
hostile to any form of militancy in
organising

As a result, the focus we have
cultivated in the last few years is
aimed at engaging directly with
young workers, encouraging our
own members to be worker-or-
ganisers who know how to initiate
early organising steps in their
place of work and linking as much

of that as possible into existing
unions.

Therefore, our target audience
shifted from union officials to un-
organised workers who we believe
must be brought into unions. This
is a tactical question rather than

a principled one, but it certainly
does have different connotations
and requirements, particularly in
the workload. It is a much more
complex issue to train cadres to
be union organisers, but this is
central to building class power.

The Role of the Youth

We have as young activists identi-
fied that one of our strengths has
been independence and autonomy.
Many organisations on the left do
not even have youth organisations,
while others that do maintain firm
control over them. In the case of
the CYM, we have found that suc-
cess is somewhere in the middle.
Our organisation has flourished
because it has exercised a greater
degree of autonomous decision
making than its counterparts, but
still relied on the expertise and
experiences of older comrades.

We took experiences of what
worked (and what did not), and
synthesized them into something
applicable to our circumstances
today. We figured it out, in prac-
tice.

We understood that the youth are
an equal component of the com-
munist movement and must be
treated as so.

Indeed, it would be fair to say that
a significant part of the process

of disaffiliation was related to us
identifying that we were neither
equal nor a partner in the configu-
ration of the CPI.

Background: Connolly Barracks,
Cork.
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The Role of Women

Judas and the Black Messiah, a
biopic portraying the lead-up to
the betrayal and assassination in
1968 of the chairman of the Illi-
nois chapter of the Black Panther
Party, Fred Hampton, came out
earlier this year to much acclaim.
Many comrades commented
positively on practical examples of
punishing male comrades within
Party settings for ‘taking liberties
with women” In Ireland, many
organisations on the left ignore
sexual abuse and do not dare
comment on allegations in other
organisations for fear of being
branded sectarian. The result is
that institutional cases of cover up
are frequent. The Bolshevik Party
and the subsequent Great October
Revolution advanced women’s
rights in a way their capitalist
Western counterparts could not
even imagine. In following this
example, the modern Communist
movement must be bold in all
fields and not hesitate or relegate
womenss issues. This requires a
lot more than writing an article
or prancmg around in the 10-

Fshrined in it, and how it will pla

is childcare involved. It requires
the changing of times of political
work to the daytime instead of the
evening time. The list goes on. If
we want women, especially those
who have children to be politically
engaged, then we must socialize
the burden of childcare. There are
numerous other practical exam-
ples, but the fact remains; left
organisations are disproportion-
ately dominated by men and there
are clear reasons for this. Scien-
tific and rigorous analysis of those
reasons will lead to certain conclu-
sions - the question is, will those
conclusions be acted upon?

The National Question and the
National Liberation Movement
One of the other central features
of our analysis of the CPI and its
failings was its approach to other
Republican organisations and the
national question. While advo-
cating against a ‘capitalist united
Ireland’ on paper, in practice the
Party endorses a border poll. Little
to no scrutiny is made of the Good
Friday Agreement. Little under-
standing exists of the protocols en-

to the CPI assuming positions
that are more appropriate of the
Workers’ Party. Leading members
regularly distanced themselves
from Republican events, figures,
and history. Communists of any
country cannot distance or think
themselves above the historical
struggle of their class, regardless
of how much they disagree with it.
To do so, is to bastardise a histor-
ical materialist analysis of society.
We should accept, embrace, and
learn from the historical struggles
of our class, including military
errors or military shortsighted-
ness. If we can learn from the past;
then we can march into the future.
This rejection of sections of Irish
history led swiftly into a rejection
of engaging with other Republican
organisations, while consistently
repeating to all members that it is
in fact our responsibility to work
with all Republicans. This blatant
contradiction was quickly cut
through by young communists.

In Ireland, it most certainly is the
responsibility of Communists to
work with Republicans - in fact
of all the forces found on the left,



Left Unity in
Practice, not
on Paper

In Ireland, an- |
other phenom-
enon has oc-
curred whereb
the criticism
of other or-
ganisations

is slated as
‘sectarianism’
and calls for
‘left unity” are
regularly made.
Allowmeto |
get to the crux |
of the issue.
For political
organisations
on the left to
come together, |
they must first
agree the terms "=

of what they are coming together
for and the point of unity itself.
What will they unify around and
for what purpose? Is the purpose
actionable, and if so, how will it be
acted out? These are the questions
that must be answered when con-
sidering the entire concept of left
unity, but instead, this has been
turned on its head.

In Ireland, screeches for left unity
are made when legitimate criti-
cisms are made but there exists no
concrete analysis of what the left
should show unity on and impor-
tantly how it will do so.

ion.
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orresponded with a multitude

of organisations, with a view to
developing bilateral relations on
an issue-based format. We believe
his to be the correct manner in
promoting left unity, rather than
imply shouting about it from the
roof tops. It should also be noted
hat none of the organisations list-
ed included any of the fake left -
fifth column groups in Ireland but
focused on Socialist Republican
and Republican organisations.
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In recent times, the CYM has| | one conducted thr

es, left unity is a great slogan,
nd is very much needed, but the
xact workings of this unity must
e figured out. It is my proposition
hat left unity should be based on
issues, rather than abstract calls.
ssues such as: housing, trade un-
ions, tenant unions, the national
uestion, anti-fascism, and com-
unity work. Groups ought to sit
own together and hammer out
ow they will coordinate it on the

ubject matter of their co-ordina-

Although this is not a blueprint
for a new party or national liber-
ation, it is a general overview of
some of the issues we experienced
and some of the resolutions we
came upon and identified. It takes
a step in the direction of envis-
aging what a revolutionary and
militant communist party should
look like, how it should function
and how it should build power in
the 21st century. Of course, the
only way to put these theoretical
positions to the test, is by acting
on them and engaging our class.
The business of revolution is not

S R
ough secrecy,
it is not done through the ballot
box and it is certainly not done
by refusing to engage with our
class outside of specific controlled
scenarios. Proletarian revolution
in Ireland will come about, but it
is not going to come about from
book clubs or insulated Trotsky-
ist sects. It will spring forth from
militant young people who will
keep marching forward regardless
of what their self-anointed betters
have to say. Should they find no
party to graduate into, they’ll sim-
ply form one themselves.
Commitment to anti-imperialism
Time and time again, the left is
confronted with the jarring issue
of whether or not to support
colour revolutions around the
world. While it may seem obvious
what the correct answer may be,
unfortunately, mass confusion or
deliberate misinformation reigns
supreme. The working class in
Ireland is regularly confronted
with contradictory positions on
international issues. The largest
proponents of imperialism tend
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The Marxist-Leninist theory must
not be regarded as a collection of
dogmas, as a catechism, as a
symbol of faith to be memorised.
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Limerick April 24th. 1919. S
..P‘WN\JLO}
The Marxist-Leninist theory is the
science of the  working-class
movement, the science of the
proletarian revolution, the science of
the building of the Communist society.

Clearly, in its development it is bound to become enriched by new
experience and new knowledge, and some of its propositions and
conclusions are bound to change in the course of time, are bound to
be replaced by new conclusions and propositions corresponding to
the new historical conditions.

The Marxist-Leninist theory is not a dogma but

a guide to action.

talin, History of

theCF
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